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<Abstract>

Confucius’ Official and Reclusive philosophy

LEE, Hsing- Ling

Human is entrusted his nature property from heaven, this inherent nature behaves as a sense of
moral nervous in his self-completing proceedings, especially on the sense of mercy for all human
beings and himself. It means our human nature implies the noble virtue of achieving realness, and
point out people must confront their unavoidable moral duties. Confucius opposed hermits’ reclusive
attitudes. Even if all of us don’t want to live in troubled times, but still we shouldn’t cast off our
moral duties of society and abandon the possibility of our self-completing. Hereunder, Confucius
maintained ” Living in retirement to study their aims, and practicing righteousness to carry out
their principles” (F&/ELISKEE, 17#8LIEHSE) as his principle, and according to asking himself.
Actually, living in reclusion and entering government service either pursuing the same ideal. One
names in office, another side names in reclusion. In reclusion, self-cultivating and enriching
knowledge, never go with the stream and change our own mind, wait for appropriate opportunity to
fulfill the aim, in other words, to be true to the principles of our nature ,this is called “loyalty”
(F&). In office, it provide intellectuals the opportunity to accomplish the policy of benevolence, help
people completing themselves, videlicet , to practice benevolence to others, it is called “
forgiveness” (A1) .This discourse is a reservey of LunYu (F@iZ) , it according to Confucius’
gerneral priciple of” Humane” ({Z) , an ancient chinese intellectaul hwo to resist his aims and

principles , accomplishing his own asking, and shouldering the moral responsibility of the society.

Keywords : Confucius ; humane ; loyalty ; forgiveness ; official ; reclusion ; confucianism ,

Volumes of Bamboo Tablets Collected by Shanghai Museum
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<Abstract>

A Study on Possibility of Confucianism of humanism and East
Asian studies i the 21st century

SHIN Jeong-Geun

The purpose of this paper in to investigate the combinability of East Asian studies and
confucianism in the 21st century. Humanism and human right is the common denominator to
tie up both sides. When Confucianism and  East Asian studies is united by the medium of
human rights, Confucianism will make the common area in East Asian beyond the boundary of
a country. Judging from this, Confucianism will be Confucianism of humanism and human rights
and East Asian studies will be not regional studies but the humanities.

For this I intend to look all around carefully the various meaning of Confucianism in
pre-modern period, namely practicality of Confucianism, studies to sage or dao, studies of sinic
civilization and criticize study of national identity in modern and contemporary age. We call
ordinarily Confucianism as exegetical studies of Han dynasty, Neo-Confucianism of Song-Ming
dynasty, documental archaeology of Qing dynasty. This classification system have the important
weakness unable to explain Confucianism in the context of East Asian. Instead I will use the 6th
century BC system, 960 years system, 1644 years system, 1894~1896 vyears system, 2lst
century system by standards that old system end and new system begin. One system contains

four elements, that is to say area, task, name of studies, and remarks.

Keywords: Confucianism, Sinic civilization, Studies to sage dao, Study of national identity,

Confucianism of humanism(human rights)
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<Abstract>

Kuochong (3#7t) and other types of ethical extension

in Mencius (351

KIM Doil

One of Mencius’ concerns is how a person can stably perform ethical acts on the basis of human
nature, which Mencius believes to be originally good (1£3%). To this point, he suggests the idea
of kuochong (#7%). Roughly, the idea is that one should extend one’s ethical reaction or attitude
that arises in a particular situation to another. In Mencius 2A6, what is considered to be extended
is ce yin zhi xin (JJF&Z.C», the heart of compassion), which can be understood as an ethical
attitude and reaction that causes immediate action, such as wanting to help upon witnessing a baby
in fatal danger. Thus, the process of kuochong enables one to demonstrate the same ethical reaction
or attitude in various similar situations. The same thought can be seen in Mencius 1A7, in which
Mencius advises King Xuan of Qi (ZFEE) to protect his people (PRE). Mencius suggests the
execution of ren ({Z4i7) as a method to protect people, thus advising the king to apply bu ren (f2
7, the mind that cannot bear to see the suffering of other creatures), which the king demonstrated
in the past when he had seen a cow being sacrificed, to his people in distress. Mencius believes
that ren (1=, benevolence) can eventually be executed through such expansion and application.

However, kuochong may not be the only theory of ethical extension for Mencius. In order to
examine this possibility, in this paper, I will use “extension” in a broader sense to cover the idea
of extension involved in kuochong. What wielded more influence in the development of Confucian
thought in history after Mencius is the type of extension from family to nation. For example, in
Analects 1:2, filial piety and brotherliness (ZJ#), namely attitudes towards parents and siblings
related by blood, are understood as the root (&) of the execution of ren. This seems to propose a
model of advancing attitudes learned and practiced within the family to relationships outside of the
family. Mencius also seems to demonstrate similar thought in Mencius 4AS, maintaining that the
root of all under heaven (K T) and of nations (K T) lies in the family (5%). Moreover, during
the conversation with King Xuan of Qi, Mencius refers to the attitude of treating others’ elders as
one would treat one’s own elders (EE#, IR AZZE), which is a similar model of ethical

extension. This can be interpreted as an order to apply sentiments felt towards blood relations to
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people outside of kin. In relation to this model of extension from family to nation, Confucian
ideology is often taken to claim that the affection between blood relations should be expanded and
applied to members of wider social groups. For example, the passage in Da xue (K£) that
explains that governing a country (7&[) should follow ordering one’s own family (Z5%X) is widely
considered to be a good demonstration of this Confucian model of extension.

The problem is that, occasionally, negative aspects of this model of extension are underscored.
As such, Confucian ideology is criticized as the main cause of undemocratic qualities of East Asian
societies. For example, some assert that, since Confucian ideology extends patriarchal notions of
family to nations, nations are deterred from effectively establishing public and private spheres. It is
necessary to examine whether such criticism stems from a genuine understanding of early
Confucian thought. To do this right, there are some questions to consider carefully. Firstly, we
must question exactly what is thought to be extended in the relation to kuochong, namely the
extension of ce yin zhi xin to a broader range of people. For this, it is necessary to examine
differences between kuochong and another type of extension, namely the extension of affection
towards blood relations to people outside of kin. In addition, it should be assessed whether Mencius
actually bore the later type of extension in mind. To tackle this, what is precisely meant by the
phrase, “£E&%, IR ANZ%,” must be examined. This paper will handle these questions; that is to
say, it will examine the question of exactly what is supposed to be extended in relation to ethical

extension in the thought of Mencius.

Keywords: Mencius, Ethical extension, Kuochong, Zhu Xi, ren
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