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The Solid Learning Spirit within Yulkok’s
Thoughts

Zhang Min

Since 16" century, following Toegye, a new representative scholar Yulkok (I Yi)
(1526-1587) in Korean Dynasty, exploited new path of Confucianism based on social
reality which is called "External Emperor”, becoming the hierarch of Korean Principle
Theory and the pioneer of Korean Solid Learning Theory. In his mag'nuni opus “The
Annotated Important Saint Studies”, he dissertates the dialectic relationship among
“Tao of Establishing Achievements”, “Tao of Keeping Achievements”, and “Tao of
Changing Achievements”. Through his 74 presentations to emperor, there are filled
with his Solid Learning Thoughts that to deal with concrete matters relating to work.

For the Korean Rational Confucianism, two thoughts forms a mutual
complementary relationship. One is founded by Yulkok that cancnizes honesty and
prefers participating the social reality and to benefit other people. The other thought is
founded by Toegye that canonizes respect and prefers strengthening self-cultivation. As
the result, both of their thoughts are indispensable and they are hailed as prominent
scholars for Korean studies.

Yulkok inherits Zhu Xi’s theory in whole. The Rational Confucianism is improving
constantly with the changing of times. Toegye’s main contribution to its improvement is
embodied as the sense of surpassing internality. Yulkok works on the changing from the
Internal Saint to the External Emperor which concentrates on constructing a new

practical road. Facing the crisis when integrating the Internal Saint and the External
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Emperor, Toegye roots on the Internal Saint and pursues the law and essence of
internality, however, Yulkok chooses to using a method that makes the structure and
function compatible and then pursues the law from external. If the routine of Toegye’s
work has the characteristic feature of the Korean Cultural Conventionism, Yulkok’s
routine should be the essence during the Korean Changing Era.

Yulkok proposes ten Solid Affairs as the specification from the honesty of Solid
Heart to the honesty of Solid Law. A professor of Korea University judges that these
ten affairs are fundamentally similar with the eight entries in the Great Learning, one of
the Four Books of Confucianism. The difference is that Yulkok prefix each of them
with the term *“Solid”. His governing thinking emphasis that the Solid Principle, the
Solid Heart, the Solid Work and the Solid Effect are essentials to benefit the society,
having the reform of society in mind.

Though Yulkok’s appeal of social reform was not actualized before his untimely
death, his advocating of Solid Learning was carried on by the Korean ideologist after
17® century. The thoughts of practicing in society to make usability, using to benefit the
living, seeking truth from facts are becoming the regular thinking ways in the
development progress of ideological trends during the late Korean Dynasty. If we
consider Jeong Yakyong holds the culmination of Solid Learning, Yulkok deserves his

fame as the originator of Solid Learning.

Key Words: Yulkok, YiI, Solid Affairs, Solid Learning, Changing Achievement
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