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Zhu X1 and Neo-Confucianism

Yang Guorong

Taking Li(principle) as first principle, Zhu Xi, following Cheng Brothers,
displays both the inclination of metaphysical approach and the attempt of linking the
way of humanity and the way of cosmology. As the foundation of being, Li(principle) is
understood as both necessity and normativity. The connection of necessity and
normativity highlights the normal function of Li(principle) as well as the principle of
rationality. Accordingly, the Li(principle) seems to appear as certain kind compulsive

norms, which leads, in moral sphere, to the tendency to overlook the principle of willing.

Key Words: Li(principle), Normativity, Necessity, Zhu Xi, Neo-Confucianism
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