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On the Debate of WujiTaiji between Zhu Xi and
Lu Brothers

Go, Jaesuk

Most of the scholars just consider the “Debate of WujiTaiji” as an argument
between Zhu Xi and Lu Jiuyuan when they talked about the debate. In fact, the debate
started when Lu Jiushao cast some doubt on the issue and most of the main issues were
mentioned in the debate between Lu Jiushao and Zhu Xi. The reason why Lu Jiuyuan
restarted the debate with Zhu Xi is, not because he wanted to supplement the theory of
Lu Jiushao or his theory is insufficient, but because he wanted to persuade Zhu Xi again
on the basis of Lu Jiushao's viewpoints. Therefore, it is not appropriate just to consider
“Debate of WujiTaiji” as the debate between Zhu Xi and Lu Jiuyuan. It will be more
appropriate to consider it as the debate among the three scholars—Lu Jiusho, Lu
Jiuyuan, Zhu Xi. In addition, if we think of the core of the theory itself, it is not an over-
estimation or an exaggeration to think it is the debate between Lu Jiushao and Zhu Xi.

The “Debate of WujiTaiji” between Zhu Xi and Lu brothers started from the
different viewpoints in understanding the world and the ontology itself. That's why it is
no wonder that their different opinions could not reach the final conclusion in common.
As for Zhu Xi, he regarded Taiji as independent because Taiji is a different concept of
psychological theory from other concepts. On the other hand, Lu Jiushao regarded it as
an independently non-existent concept or a concept which existed before “Qi” even
though he acknowledged that Taiji is psychological. For this reason, if we try to find

something in common between Zhu Xi and Lu Jiuyuan, it can be expressed as
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followings: “All the Conficius and Mencius will be the basis of all,” as Huang Zongxi
mentioned. However, as there was a fundamental difference in their viewpoints of the
ontology, they could not reach one agreeable conclusion, and so it turned out that the

difference cannot be conciliated through this debate.

Key Words: WujiTaiji, The Difference or Sameness between Zhu and Lu, Zhu xi,

Lu Jiushao, Lu Jiuyuan, Lu Brothers, Ontology
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