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Southeast Asian Confucianism from an Islamic

Studies’ Viewpoint

TEE Boon-Chuan

The paper aim to explore the current trend of both Confucianism practise in society
and Confucian Studies in academia compared with Islam and Islamic Studies in
Southeast Asia. From the local Islam and Islamic Studies’ point of view, the
Confucianism practicing in Singapore, Malaysia and Indonesia are irrelevant to the
Confucian Studies because the latter’s subject matter is composed mainly of
Confucianism in China from the ancient to modern times. Besides the disconnected
Confucianism and Confucian Studies, both share the same concern about
contextualizing Confucian ritual institution (‘lizhi’) into Southeast Asian condition
while ignoring the importance of its foundational doctrine of Heart-Mind (‘xin’) and
ultimate spirit of Heaven (‘tian’). In other words, the Confucianism and Confucian
Studies were not on a par with Islam and Islam Studies today in Southeast Asian

countries.

Key Words: Southeast Asia, Confucianism, Confucian Studies, Heart-Mind (xin),

Ritual (li), Heaven (tian), Islam, Islamic Studies
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