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Analysis on the Self under the Vision of
Confucian Values

: A Case Study of Confucius and Cheng Hao

Wang Xin-chun

The self is a unique concept in the Confucianism, which was laid by Confucius and
elucidated by later Confucians. Theories on benevolence were the core of Confucianism,
which showed the intrinsic value of human life firstly under its unique vision at the
times of “discovery of man”. Cheng Hao who was in the process of transition between
classical learning of Han and Tang Dynasties and neo-Confucianism of Song and Ming
dynasties blended Confucius’s theory on benevolence with Yi-ology to give
benevolence a new life. A dynamic and organic picture of universe lied in the theory
which revealed that “Tian Li” was the basis of everything. Meanwhile, “Tian Li” was
absolute goodness, namely benevolence. All the things were regarded as an organic
whole due to it. Human possessed the ultimate cause of being and sufficient value
resources. human’s intrinsic values of life should be cherished and fulfilled naturally as
well as other beings’ intrinsic values which were regarded as inevitable parts of my life.
Cheng Hao pursued a kind of undistinguishable state with all things on earth as an
integral whole, which was named as the world realm. The intrinsic values of human and
other beings which were based on the course of heaven were demonstrated fully in
Cheng Hao’s new theory of benevolence, which claimed that the fundamental value

should be conserved, including all beings on earth. In the global and contemporary
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social cultural context, all studies on how to transform creatively and explore its

modern value and significance in the future are very important.

Key Words: Confucianism, Confucius, Cheng Hao, The Existence of Life, Self,

Humanistic Concern, Heaven-Earth Realm
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