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The Dualistic Functions of Junzi& Xiaoren

and Confucian Social Policy

Lim, Tae-Seung

Original Confucianism intended to render all people junzi, or man of virtue. The
most effective method to make people naturally intend to become junzi was to create a
symbolic image of xiaoren, or mean man, and then let people choose between the two,
namely junzi and xiaoren. The standard that measures, compares, classifies, evaluates,
grades, and excludes individuals is the dichotomous contrast of the junzi’s character
with the xiaoren’s character. All individuals are made homogeneous and standardized
by means of “the standard character” of junzi. After Confucianism occupied a
monopolistic position, Confucianism as both ideology and mentalité¢ resulted in a
discourse that prescribed and controlled the world. The class that controls this discourse
is precisely the junzi stratum. To firmly maintain its moral superiority, the junzi
disparages the xiaoren’s intellectual superiority or utilitarian virtues by means of moral
standards. On the other hand, the junzi draws a line of demarcation between him and the

xiaoren, which is enjoying game or play as in aristocracy.

Key Words: Confucianism, Social Policy, Junzi, Xiaoren, Symbolic Image
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