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Tradition and Modernism Seen as Cultural

Memory

Bak, Sang Hwan and Kim, Gye Hwan

Culture has the real meaning when grasped in the relationship between individual
and group. Culture takes memory as intermediary and transferred with recorded
memory. Memory is basically concluded in the relationship with other people,
socializing process. In this standpoint, culture centered around memory as well as acts
as group's memory and social memory beyond individual memory. We call this 'cultural
memory'. Although the subject of memory which is the process re-constructing the past
is individual, it is finally applied to group including individual, not individual. Memory
cannot be reflected past experiences, as them are. And it is filtered by the certain
reenacting method, the proper artificial composition work. Memory can be made
artificially. As the Hobsbawm's saying, 'tradition' is also 'made' through cultivating
process in modern times.

Cultural accepting starts in the relationship with other people. AP R, FlZfF
A and ARiEPE4F which are not only the encounter with other people but also
modernization strategy of three countries in East Asia are policies for accepting
Western developed capitalistic material civilization. This contradictory suggestion of
19C problem can be seen by the sense of cultural essentialism history emphasizing the
division of Eastern spirit morality and Western materials. Such ideas are still dominant
in 21C Korean society. Modernism(contemporary) is rejected under the name of

tradition and tradition is criticized under the name of modernism. In other words, both
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overall affirmation and overall negation are done at the same time. It's called by dual-
conflict modernity discourse which is our real situation. Therefore, the study related

with culture has to be started in introspection for modernity.

Key Words: Culture, Memory, Cultural Memory, Tradition, Modernism, Cultural

Essentialism
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