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The Textual Research on Qidiaoshi School

Song Li-lin

After Confucius, the Confucian was divided into eight schools. One of them was
Qidiaoshi school (ZMfE G2 A#%). As historical material is limited, the research of the
Qidiaoshi school is sparse and there are many problems. Through the comprehensive
historical material, we know the Master of the Qidiaoshi school is Qidiaokai( i FT).
He was born in the state of Lu (‘2[E) but not the state of Cai (%%[X) . He was 11
years younger than Confucius, rather than 41 years. So he was one of the students of
Confucius in the early stage. The book of Qidiaozi (&M T) could be regarded as
collective works of the Qidiaoshi school. But I do not think it is credible that some
literature in Lvshichungiu ( & [K#FK) ,such as Zhonglian (JE &) and Dangwu (4
%) etc, is looked as the works of the Qidiaoshi school. The literature of Ruxing(fi
1T) should be the saying and thought of Confucius recorded and narrated by the
Qidiaoshi school. It is inadvisable that put Beigongyou(Jt ™ #)) and Fuzijian (% T
J&) as members of the Qidiaoshi school. The popular view that Qidiaoshi school

belongs to the knight-errant school is not untenable.

Key Words: Qidiaoshi School, Qidiaozi, Ruxing, Valiant, Knight-Errant School
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