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The Characteristics and Significance of Zhang
Jiuchen’s Theory of Mind

Li Chunying

Neo-Confucianism agreed that human being and the nature had the same
essence. which was the same essence, human-nature or Mind? Different Schools
had different answers about this question. Zhang Jiucheng is the follower of
Yang Shi, who is disciple of Cheng Hao and Cheng Yi. Zhang Jiucheng said that
Mind was Li, and he formed a theory of Mind. This paper would discuss his
theory of Mind from two aspects: the first one is the consistent between the
nature and human being; another one is that human being is the heart of
nature. Compared with Zhu Xi, Zhang Jiucheng insisted that Mind was Li As
the thing-in-itself, Mind is not confined to the noumenal world. Mind shows
itself in our real life, contains the law of all things as well as the principles of
ethic.

KeyWords: Li(principle), Mind, human-nature, the consistent between the nature
and human, human being is the heart of nature
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