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Zun, Xian and Qin:
Analysis of the Collapse of the Qin Dynasty

Li Ruohui

With the methodology of combining institution and reason, and from the
perspective of moral regime of Confucianism, the author attempts to analyze
the collapse of the Qin Dynasty, which is a significant event in Chinese history
and thoughts history. The transition from ritual of Zhou to institution of Qin
can be generalized as a social norm transition from ritual to law, which means
the society transferred to found on coercive power of state. When Hu Hai
became the empire, he worried about three types of people, administer, official
and prince. These three types of people were corresponding to zun(%.), xian
(%) and qin(3%) referred in Gongyang's commentary to the Spring and Autumn
Annals. This is also obvious in ritual of Zhou and Chungiu. As we know, gingin
and zunzun is a basic principle in the ritual of Zhou. In the Spring and
Autumn period, people with the quality of xian is admired, but these people
still can not have the same high status as those of zun and qin. Till
Gongyang's commentary to the Spring and Autumn Annals, the unequal situation
changed. Zun, xian and qin were the foundation of legitimacy when Qin
Shihuang took power, but can not possessed by him alone. Those who have
great achievement in battles took part of the empire’s achievement, while the
officials took part of the empire’s power, and the royal families took part of
the empire’s Kkinship. Legalism advocates fa(i%), shu(’R) and shi(¥}). Shang
Yang emphasized fa, and Han Feizi believed that empire can not be confined
by fa. Till Hu Hai took power, the empire possessed the legitimacy of his
power. Hu Hai took severe laws and cruel punishment, and he abandoned the
responsibility of a ruler required in ritual of Zhou. He actually turned the state
into a violence machine, and the single aim of this machine was to oppress
and exploit people in order to satisfy the empire. Rejecting to give what those
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who are in high status should have, the empire made everyone slave to him.
Abandoning the principle of xunming zeshi, the law could not guarantee the
justice anymore. Qin Shihuang did not choose a queen, which meant he
abandoned the principle of husband-wife. Prices were slaughtered by Hu Hai,
which meant he abandoned the principle of brotherhood, and accordingly, the
principle of friendship also lost. Three of the five human relationships were
destroyed. As for the principles of ruler-ruled and father-son, the ruled and
son were absolutely obedient to the authority of the ruler and father, and the
moral principles of junjun chenchen and fufu zizi were deserted. This indeed
was the moral of slave, which meant to devote and sacrifice oneself to the
authority as much as possible. Therefore, the institution of Qin dynasty turned
the society into a hell, state without principle to advocate moral, law without
justice, human relations without principle to grow family affection.

Keywords: Institution of Qin, Ritual of Zhou, Zun, Xian, Qin
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